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“The pride of Britain, the envy of the world? 


ROLLS 


ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SHADOW, 1974 
model, finished in Cardinal Red with Beige 
Connolly hide. Full service history. Reg. No. 
CGM-172. $55,000. 


ROLLS-ROYCE SILVER SPIRIT, 1981 model, 
finished in Claret with Beige Connolly hide. 
Full service history. Reg. No. CGM-680. 
$135,000. 


“always a fine selection of pre-owned Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars in stock. 


a 7 . eS e r 
Kellow-Falkiner 
SOUTH YARRA 
93 Commercial Road, South Yarra, Victoria 3141. 
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From the Editor 


Replica Bodies 


There appears to be a degree of 
misunderstanding in some quarters 
as to what constitutes ‘replica’ 
Coachwork. ‘‘Replica’’ is the stan- 
dard accepted term in Veteran and 
Vintage car circles for a body built in 
modern times in the style of an 
earlier era (as distinct from a 
replacement body in the style 
current at the time of the rebody- 
ing). These replica bodies are often 
quite beautiful and superbly built by 
talented craftsmen and in no way 
detract from the worth of the 
chassis on which they are mounted 
— indeed, they make a chassis into 
a car. We would have a consider- 
able number of naked chassis in this 
Club were it not for the admirable 
endeavours of those persons who 
are able and willing to go to the 
trouble of building appropriately 
styled coachwork on_ original 
Veteran and Vintage chassis — i.e. 
replica bodies. 


Our American sister Club, in 


it’s journal's classified advertising, 
quite rightly insists upon the use of 
the word “‘replica’’ where a car 
offered for sale has coachwork of 
modern construction. In our own 
case, it is hoped that the existing 
requirement that ‘‘Market Place” 


advertisements ‘‘should be factual 
and truthful’ adequately covers 
this. 


AX-201 


It is not generally realised that 
when ‘The Silver Ghost” was in 
Australia in 1984 it was registered in 
New South Wales with the same 
registration number, AX-201, that it 
has carried in the U.K. since new — 
a nice touch of authenticity for the 
Australian tour. Upon AX-201's 
departure back to England the 
plates were surrendered and now 
grace York Motors service mechanic 
and Club member Michael Pallier’s 
Toyota one-tonner. So, not only 
does Michael have a most distinc- 
tive — and distinguished — regis- 
tration number, but also the satis- 
faction of knowing that the previous 
bearer of his vehicle’s number was 
none other than a certain 1907 
40/50 h.p. Rolls-Royce, chassis No. 
60551, “The Silver Ghost'’! 


Jones Claims Title 


As anticipated, a response has 
been received to the item “Kelso 
Claims Title’ in my Editorial in the 
last issue. Also as anticipated, this 
reply originated south of the Mur- 


ray! David Jones writes that many «. 


years ago the then co-editors of the 
Federal Magazine met, with the 
topic of the day being a name for 
the magazine. According to David, 
the minutes indicate that it was 
moved David Jones, seconded 
David Owen “‘that the name of the 
magazine be PRAECLARVM” 
with a V. Apparently David Owen 
agrees wholeheartedly and says 
“Jim’s memory went really years 
ago!”’ 


Nowadays, of course, we confine 
the spelling of PRAECLARUM with 
a V to the journal's masthead — in 
the style of ancient Roman carvings 
in which the letter U was frequently 
rendered as a V. Elsewhere, we spell 
it correctly! 


Handling Package 


At the Federal Rally your Editor 
was given the opportunity of driving 
Robert McDermott’s 1985 Silver 
Spirit fitted with the Harvey Bailey 
Handling Improvement Package. As 
readers may be aware, Robert’s 
company was recently appointed 
Australian agent for the Harvey 
Bailey products. 


On the Monday morning after 
breakfast, Robert, David Ekberg and 
myself set out, with Rokert driving, 
to find a suitable testing ground. | 
must confess to having been a little 
apprehensive, even startled, at the 
speeds at which Robert was ap- 
proaching tight corners, but the 
superb roadholding of the car put 
me quickly at ease. After demon- 
trating the car’s abilities Robert 
pulled over and | slid in behind the 
wheel, adjusted the driver’s seat and 
set off. My initial — and lasting — 
impression was that my _ expect- 
ations of the modifications were 
more than amply met. It seemed 
that one could do almost anything 
with the car, the cornering ability 
being nothing short of phenomenal 
and of a standard that would do 
great credit to a car of much more 
sporting pretentions and of half the 
weight and bulk. 


| have heard and read of concerns 
that this Handling Improvement 
Package can and does add abnor- 
mal stresses to the suspension and 
related components of the car if 
driven in the manner of this test. 
Whilst | am unqualified to comment 
upon this | can certainly vouch for 
the fact that in more normal driving 
the benefits manifest themselves in 
terms of increasing the comfort for 
driver and passengers while corner- 
ing and improving ‘‘driveability.’” | 
can only suggest that any potential 
user of the Package speak to Robert 
McDermott, who is in a position to 
provide the answers to any queries 
or concerns you may have. In 
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Robert McDermott’s 1985 Silver Spirit, fitted with Harvey Bailey Handling Improvement 
Package, as tested by the Editor in Canberra. Photo by Hamish Lindsay (A.C.T.) 


fairness, it should also be pointed 
out that Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd. have clearly stated that fitting 
the Package within the Guarantee 
period would negate the warranty 
on any suspension or related com- 
ponents. 

To sum up, | can only say that 
having driven several Silver Spirits 
from early models to the current 
version | would certainly want such 
a Package fitted to my own were | 
ever to find myself in a position to 
own one. This applies even more so 
to Silver Shadows, particularly early 
ones (for which a Package is 
available). An especially impressive 
feature is that there is no apparent 
detrimental effect on the charac- 
teristic Rolls-Royce boulevarde ride. 


Government Silver Wraiths 


| am pleased to report a happy 
outcome to the rather thorny issue 
of the disposal by the Common- 
wealth Government of the two 
Silver Wraith Cabriolets. The pair 
fetched $735,000, which while be- 
low some of the wilder estimates 
seen in the press was considerably 
in excess of the “‘more authorit- 
ative’ estimate mentioned in this 
column. More importantly from our 
point of view is the fact that the 
successful tenderer is a Club mem- 
ber, Mr. Paul Terry of Sydney. 
According to the Administrative 
Services Minister Mr. West, Mr. 
Terry plans to house the cars in a 
museum to be built in Albany, W.A. 
All's well that ends well! 


HLW49, one of the two Silver Wraiths recently purchased from the Commonwealth 
Government by N.S.W. Branch member Paul Terry. Photo courtesy of the Department 


of Administrative Services. 


5-87 


Queensland Phantom 


David Sheppard, the Queensland 
Branch Secretary, sent this photo of 
his 1926 Pl (61SC). The attractive 
two-tone green sports saloon 
coachwork — which would not 
disgrace a PIl Continental — was 
built in 1935 by the Sydney coach- 
builder Smith and Waddington, 
presumably as a replacement for the 
original body. This was a _ fairly 
common practice in those days as 
the 1920s body styles became out- 
dated very quickly while the Rolls- 
Royce chassis, needless to say, still 
had many years — indeed decades 
— of useful life remaining. David 
bought the car near Bathurst, New 
South Wales, after the 1984 Federal 
Rally, which was held in that city. 


Martin Bennett. 
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From the Federal President 


Federal Rally 1987 


Another Federal Rally is now 
behind us and those who attended 
the National Capital in September 
undoubtedly enjoyed the first Raily 
organised by the A.C.T. Branch and 
the splendid Spring weather 
throughout the weekend. A full 
report and pictorial display will 
appear in December 
PRAECLARUM. 


Federal Council Meeting 


Some significant decisions were 
made by Federal Council Meeting at 
the 1987 Meeting, particularly in 
relation to Concours Judging Stan- 
dards and Classes, eligibility and 
awards. Again, more details in 
December PRAECLARUM. 


Federal Register 


The Branches have been re- 
quested, through their Federal Dele- 
gates to furnish the Federal Re- 
gistrar, John Fittler, with a cor- 
rected proof of their Branch 
membership and motor vehicle de- 
tails by the end of October. 
Whatever information is in the 
hands of the Registrar by that date 


will form the basis of the next 
edition of the Federal Registrar, to 
be date-lined 1st January 1988, and 
to be published early next year. In 
order that the Register may be as 
complete and accurate as possible 
would members please ensure that 
their Branch Registrar and Branch 
Secretary have the latest  infor- 
mation on membership and ve- 
hicles, and for this information to be 
passed on to John Fittler at the 
earliest opportunity. 


Chassis Cards 


Some time ago the N.S.W. 
Branch kindly donated to the 
Federal Body the microfilm relating 
to the Chassis Cards, held at Hunt 
House, of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
motor vehicles. The Federal Regist- 
rar, John Fittler, has, over the past 
year or so, been converting this 
microfilm, at his own expense, to 
microfiche. In view of the fact that, 
unfortunately, the microfilm was 
not in strict chronological, 
numerical nor chassis sequence, it 
was not possible to conveniently 
search the details of an individual 
chassis. When John completes his 
task, individual vehicle information 
will be far more readily available to 
our members. 


General Arrangement 
Drawings 


Honorary Legal Adviser, Malcolm 
Johns, has kindly donated to the 
Club a set of the General Arrange- 
ment Drawings, and has also paid 
the cost of converting same from 
microfilm to microfiche. 

| have requested John Fittler to 
prepare an article for the next issue 
of PRAECLARUM to explain to 
Members the stage of his work in 
relation to both the Chassis Cards 
and the General Arrangement Draw- 
ings and the services that will be 
available to Members when these 
tasks are completed. 


Bert Ward 


Members were saddened at the 
recent death of Bert Ward, bringing 
to an end his long association with 
Rolls-Royce and with our Club, as 
reported in the last issue of 
PRAECLARUM. It has been sug- 
gested that a trophy should be 
presented annually by the Federal 
Body in remembrance of Bert, and | 
should be pleased to receive any 
suggestions from Members both as 
to the form of such trophy and the 
basis of its proposed award. 


Keith Wherry. 
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The Early Days of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club 


of Australia 


The information on which this 
record is based was obtained from 
the original bi-monthly meeting 
reports, and from answers to ques- 
tionaires mailed to all Founder 
Members of the Club. 


In keeping with Rolls-Royce 
tradition, the formation of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Aus- 
tralia was unobtrusive, dignified and 
sedate. The first suggestions that a 
common bond of interest in Rolls- 
Royce cars might exist, began to 
emerge about 1955, when several 
young owners were in the process 
of restoring vehicles. As was bound 
to happen, they met or heard of 
each other from their regular visits 
to Mr. A. Ward, at the old York 
Motors Rolls-Royce Service Division 
establishment, in Nickson Street, 
and to Mr. G. Sevenoaks, at Crows 
Nest. Both gentlemen could rightly 
be called the catalysts for the events 
which were to follow. 

In early 1956, Mr. D. Collings- 
Power and Mr. P. Samuels, con- 
ceived the idea of formaticn of a 
club catering exclusively to Rolls- 
Royce cars, and the suggestion was 
made, by circulars, letters and by 
word of mouth, that a meeting be 
held to organise the formation of a 
club. This suggestion came at a 
most opportune time, as by now, 
there were about a dozen owners, 
of widely differing backgrounds, 
who were on a first name basis and 
were all anxious to give and receive 
advice and assistance in the restor- 
ation and servicing of their vehicles. 

The first meeting was held in Mr. 
D. Collings-Power’s office, Suite 30, 
3rd Floor, O’Connell Street, Syd- 
ney, in June 1956. This location was 
ideal for the purpose. The office, 
which was sumptuously appointed, 
held the twenty who attended this 
first meeting without too much 
crowding, and contributed signifi- 
cantly to the friendly and informal 
atmosphere. The office also con- 
tained an air conditioner, a rarity in 
those days, which made almost as 
much of an impression on those 
attending as did Mr. Collings- 
Power’s secretary, Fieur Robinson, 
(now Mrs. Paul Samuels) who acted 
as hostess and secretary for the 
occasion. 

Mr. D. Collings-Power acted as 
chairman at the first meeting. As is 
usual in such occasions, most of 
this meeting was devoted to agree- 
ing formally that the formation of 
the club was an excellent idea, and 


by 

Barrie Gillings, 

New South Wales Branch 
Foundation Member. 


that another meeting should be 
called to formulate and adopt a con- 
stitution, and to elect office bearers. 
It was agreed that this subsequent 
meeting should be chaired by Mr. 
E. (Sep) Hall, who also volunteered 
to prepare a draft constitution. Mr. 
P. Samuels undertook the job of 
Secretary, with Fleur as secretarial 
assistant. Those who attended this 
meeting were deemed to be Foun- 
der members, and were: Mr. G. 
Chandler, Mr. D. Collings-Power, 
Mr. R. Ferguson, Mr. B. Gillings, 
Mr. R. Grant, Mr. T. Hunt, Mr. E. 
Hall, Mr. K. Kemp, Mrs. S. Kemp, 
Mr. J. McNamara, Mr. S. Nash, Mr. 
J. Nevell, Mr. W. Neveli, Mr. O. 
Purchase, Mr. P. Samuels, Mr. G. 
Sevenoaks, Miss M. Tingle (now 
Mrs. B. Gillings) and Dr. D. Wilson. 
Mr. G. Green, who was unable to be 
present at this first meeting, be- 
cause of a Veteran Car Club meeting 
being held in the same building on 
the same night, was included in this 
list by a special resolution passed at 
a Club meeting in 1966, in recog- 
nition of his continuous support of 
the Club since its inception. 


The next meeting of the Club took 
place at the same location on 4th 
July 1956, with Mr. E. Hall as 
chairman. Mr. G. Sevenoaks and 
Mr. B. Gillings were appointed Vice- 
Presidents, and Mrs. S. Kemp 
appointed registrar. It was at this 
meeting that the Club welcomed its 
first ‘ordinary’ member, Mr. J. 
Andrew, who was then, and still is, 
the owner of a 1910 Silver Ghost. It 
was decided to hold an Inaugural 
Rally, when the time seemed oppor- 
tune. In the meantime, a run to 
Mount Panorama Lookout, Kurra- 
jong Heights, followed by a picnic 
lunch, was planned for Sunday, 
15th July 1956. This event took 
place in weather so unseasonably 
warm that two vehicles boiled on 
the long ascent. Eight cars and 
thirty members and friends _at- 
tended. 


At the following meeting, on 19th 
July 1956, the Club welcomed Mr. 
G. Green, Miss E. Griffin, Mr. E. 
Morphett and Mr. Partridge as 
members. It was decided that 
meetings would be held on the first 
and third Thursday of each month. 
At this time, a badge design was 
discussed, and Messrs Gillings, and 
Kemp appointed to solicit designs 
and arrange production. The firm of 
K. G. Luke, who prepared the 


Melbourne Olympic Games Medals, 
was selected to make the badges. 


The original design was to incor- 
porate an octogon shape repre- 
senting a wheel hub, with a car 
badge in the middle of the Rolls- 
Royce shield, the whole surrounded 
by laurel branches, and surmounted 
by the lion employed by Rolls-Royce 
on their crest. The Rolls-Royce 
Company was approached for per- 
mission to use their emblem. The 
Company spokesman was not in 
favour of the use of the intertwined 
RR, which was replaced by a side 
view of the Spirit of Ecstasy. The 
octagon shape was found to be too 
expensive, as special cutting dies 
would be required. A simpler final 
design was drafted and was accept- 
ed by the Club several meetings 
later, but the badges were not 
available unti! several months had 
elapsed. (Some years later it was 
found that some of the rejected 
badge designs closely resembled the 
Badge of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club of America). 


It was at this meeting that the 
second run was proposed, a trip to 
Coal and Candle Creek, on the 29th 
July 1956. This event started at the 
north pylon of the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge, and was attended by thir- 
teen cars and thirty members and 
friends. This run set off several 
press reports concerning the rare 
sight of a number of Rolls-Royce 
cars seen travelling in convoy up the 
Pacific Highway to Gordon, Coal 
and Candle Creek, Church Point and 
Narrabeen. The lunch stop at 
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Church Point created considerable 
local interest. 


The Club continued to grow at a 
rapid rate. At the next meeting, on 
2nd August 1956, Miss J. Fry (now 
Mrs. J. Nevell), Mr. G. Pennington 
and Mr. E. Roberts were welcomed 
as members. By now most of the 
details of the Constitution had been 
discussed, and printed copies were 
supplied to all members in draft 
form. 


On 16th August, the Gonstitution 
was officially adopted. Mr. P. Shell- 
shear was welcomed as a member. 
A tentative date, 23rd September, 
was selected for the Inaugural Run. 
Already the Club Registrar was 
finding difficulty in obtaining vehicle 
histories and data from members, a 
tradition which has continued ever 
since! 


At the meeting of the 6th Sep- 
tember 1956, Mr. R. Willis was 
welcomed as a member. Copies of 
the adopted constitution were distri- 
buted, and movies of motoring 
interest shown by Mr. G. Green. It 
was announced that the Club was 
able to offer car insurance discounts 
with Manufacturers Mutual Insur- 
ance Company. It was also an- 
nounced that a meeting of the 
committee was held with Mr. Peter 
Birch, Director of Rolls-Royce Aus- 
tralia, concerning the use of the 
Company's name, our badge de- 
sign, and Club policies. The pre- 
sentation of a wall plaque to the 
Company to signify the relationship 
of the Club with the Company was 
also discussed. 


Mr. R. Williams was welcomed as 
a member at the meeting held on 
the 20th September. Two important 
discussions took place at this meet- 
ing. The first, and most vexatious, 
was a motion that Bentley owners 
be admitted to full membership. 
This matter was debated at length, 
as indeed it had been discussed for 
some time. It was resolved that 
Bentley owners be not admitted to 
full membership. The second matter 
discussed was lack of space. By 
now the need for larger premises in 
which to conduct the meetings had 
became apparent, and the Broad- 
way Community Centre was select- 
ed as venue for future meetings. At 
this meeting it was also resolved to 
conduct a Christmas function. A 
picnic day was announced for 
Sunday, 23rd September, at the 
Colo River bridge, on the Windsor- 
Singleton Road. Seven cars attend- 
ed the picnic. The Inaugural Rally 
was still being discussed. 


On the 4th October, four new 
members were welcomed: Mrs. 
Blanch and Mr. Vince Brown, Mr. 
M. Cran and Mr. R. White. The 
Browns were well known as the 
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owners of a Phantom | which had 
participated in a round Australia 
trial, and had acquitted itself well. 
On this occasion, the first meeting 
in the new rooms, some members 
had difficulty in locating the meeting 
room and were a little disappointed 
when they arrived in the condition 
of the paintwork. A painting bee 
was organised for Saturday, 13th 
October to remedy this situation. 


At the 18th October meeting, Mr. 
L. Partridge and Mr. G. Cambridge 
were welcomed as members, in the 
partly painted Clubrooms. A film 
evening was announced by Mr. G. 
Green and was subsequently held at 
the Castlecrag Community Centre, 
on Thursday, 25th October. A 
further painting bee was organised 
for the 27th October. 


At the Ist November meeting, 
Mr. N. Cran was welcomed as a 
member. At this meeting, a notice 


designed by PARAMOUNT 


of motion was received from Mr. P. 
Samuels concerning a proposed 
amendment to the constitution to 
permit associate membership. It 
was announced that the Club had 
purchased a duplicating machine, as 
by now the task of typing notices for 
the Club had become too onerous 
because of the large number of 
members on the mailing list. It was 
decided at this meeting to conduct a 
Gymkhana on Sunday, 9th Decem- 
ber, Pitt Town airstrip. It was 
also announced that Club members 
were entitled to a 10% discount on 
books purchased from the Grahame 
Book Company. 

The meeting of the 15th Novem- 
ber 1956 marked a significant day in 
the development of the Club. Mr. J. 
Vidler, Regional Representative of 
Rolls-Royce Australia was wel- 
comed as a guest. This was the 
first attendance of an official repre- 
sentative of the Company at a 
Club. The proposed constitutional 
amends were discussed, but carried 
over to the next meeting. The 
President presented a report ex- 
plaining the delay in holding the 
Inaugural Run. 


At the December 6th meeting, the 
Club rejected the proposed amena- 
ment admitting associate members, 
but accepted an amendment per- 
mitting the election of Honorary 
members. The arrangements for the 
Club's first sporting event, the Pitt 
Town airstrip gymkhana, were an- 
nounced, and organisation finalized. 


The event was subsequently held 
on Sunday, 9th December, and was 
a great success. Twelve cars at- 
tended, with Mr. Chandler winning 
the driving events and Mr. L. 
Partridge winning the Concours. A 
Christmas dinner was organised for 
December 15th, and subsequently 
held at El Rancho, Epping. This 
function was very well attended, 
with over 50 members and friends 
present. 


The last meeting of 1956 was held 
on December 20th, and Miss S. 
Green was welcomed as a mem- 
ber. A draft of further amendments 
to the constitution was presented 
for consideration of the members 
before the first meeting of 1957, 
which was held on 17th January. 
These amendments covered Honor- 
ary life members, Foundation mem- 
bers and fees for Club membership. 
Club members were invited to par- 
ticipate in a Vintage Sporting Car 
Club trial. 


Thus ended a most enjoyable, 
and extremely active first six months 
of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia. Meetings were well at- 
tended, and by virtue of the twice 
monthly meetings, a great deal was 
accomplished. A badge was design- 
ed, and put into production, a Con- 
stitution adopted and amended 
twice, and six functions and two 
working bees held. The Club receiv- 
ed the blessing of the two most 
important representatives of Rolls- 
Royce in Australia, Club member- 
ship doubled, from the original 18 
members to 36 members, and the 
foundations were laid for the 
traditions of an Annual Christmas 
Dinner. However, the most signifi- 
cant event in the eyes of most 
members, the Inaugural Run, which 
is commemorated each year by 
the N.S.W. Branch, did not take 
place until 1957. 


More than half of our original 
members still attend meetings and 
rallies, and three of them married 
girls who were associated with the 
Club in these early days. Seven of 
the original members were, at the 
time the Club was formed, owners 
of Rolls-Royce cars purchased from 
Mr. G. Sevenoaks. Half of the 
foundation members still own Rolls- 
Royce cars. It is indeed remarkable 
that in the space of a few years, the 
Club has spread so widely, with 


Branches in five States and the 
A.C.T., some 800 members and 
many friends in four overseas Rolls- 
Royce Car Clubs. It is a tribute to 
the excellence of the cars we 
preserve and restore that they 
engender such enthusiasm. t 


The Victoria Branch of the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 
was formed in the following year 
17957), followed by Branches in 
Queensland, South Australia, 
Western Australia and, most 
recently, in the Australian Capital 
Territory, thus forming the feder- 
ation of six autonomous but closely 
linked Branches we know today as 
the Club, and which comes together 
once each year for the Federal Rally. 


Incidently, it is interesting to 
reflect upon the Club’s early 
decision not to admit Bentley 
owners as full members. This 
decision has, of course, long since 
been reversed — to the great benefit 
of the Club and bringing us into line 
with the other two great world 
Rolls-Royce clubs. Owners of 
Bentley cars not built by Rolls- 
Royce are catered for by the Bentley 
Drivers Club, many of whose 
members are also members of our 
Club. — Ed. 
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This is Barrie Gilling’s final design for a Club car badge and, apart from the octagon 
shape and some minor details, is the design eventually put into production and which 
we know today. Another design, proposed commercially at the time, featured a winged 
Rolls-Royce radiator, viewed three-quarters, and is said by Barrie to have been 


“hideous”! 


R.R.O.C. Annual Meet — Long Beach 


| had the privilege of attending the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
America Annual Meet in Long 
Beach, California. The rally ran from 
31st August to 5th September and 
was beautifully organised in a 
delightful part of the west coast of 
the United States. 

The venue was the Hyatt Hotel in 
Long Beach, California, which many 
of us who are Grand Prix Formula 
One devotees will have seen on the 
direct telecast of that race. It has a 
delightful lake around the hotel and 
overlooks the Queen Mary and 
Spruce Goose — Howard Hughes’ 
famous plane. 

The theme of this rally organised 
by the Southern California region 
was “The Perfect 36” as it was the 
36th Annual Meet and it certainly 
was “The Perfect 36” as it was the 
Royce and Bentley enthusiast wel- 
comes Australians very warmly and 
they organised a completely relaxed 
and superbly planned typical west 
coast programme. It was a very 
rewarding and memorable occasion. 


by David Jones (Vic.) 


We had many interesting and in- 
formative meetings, seminars, 
classes and private tours of the in- 
credible San Sylma Tower of 
Beauty where we saw one of the 
greatest collections of perfect old 
cars ever put into one area, along 
with musical instruments of great 
age all perfectly restored and in 
working order. Also tours of the 
exclusive Huntington Library and 
Universal Pictures were organised. 

Many of us experienced the 
historic Spruce Goose which, of 
course, is the largest plane ever 
made to fly and had a nostalgic 
evening enjoying cocktails, dinner 
and entertainment on the Queen 
Mary whose Maiden voyage was in 
1936 and is now run as an hotel in 
Long Beach — really quite a sight to 
see. 

On one of the days, the Silver 
Ghost Association which is being 
newly formed within the American 
Club hosted those Silver Ghost 
enthusiasts for a morning run 
around the scenic coastline. This, | 


thought, was an excellent idea — 
very different from either the English 
National or Australian Federal Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Rallies. After- 
wards, the Silver Ghost Association 
met and | was elected (as the only 
Australian at the meeting) to repre- 
sent this Association in Australia 
which | am very privileged and 
proud to do. 

Very fine comments were made 
of the Silver Ghost catalogue of 
parts which we have been produc- 
ing for many years and certainly in 
America the demand, | feel, will 
increase for these products as more 
Silver Ghosts are being restored in 
America at the present moment. 

On Saturday, 5th September, 
1987, it was the national judging day 
and some of the world’s finest Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars rolled up, 
including’‘W.O."’Bentleys which are 
part of the Club in America and who 
showed up in great form. Four 8 litre 
Bentleys were in the line up which 
was really quite an extraordinary 
sight. This event was held on the 
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picturesque lawns surrounding the 
lagoon of the Hyatt Hotel. It really 
was a photographer’s delight — 
some 165 immaculate cars. 

The judging is very detailed. A car 
before being judged must show it 
has a fire extinguisher and this must 
be placed in front of the back right 
wheel on the ground before the car 
will be judged. What an excellent 
idea in case of a fire around the 
judging area and, of course, most 
important to have every car carry 
one. 

The cars were quite beautifully 
presented, of very high standard 
with over 80% of all cars represent- 
ed having white side walled tyres 
which, of course, was new to the 
Australian enthusiast. Only the old 
Silver Ghosts did not have them. 
The owners told me they would put 
them on if they were made. 

Cars are all started. If it is a tourer, 
hoods are put up and down, side 
screens checked and in the case of 
finalists, cars are ridden in by the 
judges. This particular day was one 
| will never forget and, of course, 
was a photographer's paradise. 

Generally, the organisation of the 
meet is very similar to that ex- 
perienced in Australia with hotel re- 
gistration the same and a “‘goodies 
pack”’ given out. This had plenty of 
goodies including four packets of 
pain killers which | thought was 
interesting (one of the members was 
a pharmaceutical supplier). There 
was undercover parking for as many 
cars as needed and the Club stores 
and flea market were interesting. 

The Club has a great deal of 
specialised products and the flea 
market is where members can bring 
various goods for sale and sell them 
in the one area with the stores. Also 
invited were those organisations 
that make products for Rolls-Royce 


lan Dodd with Keith Coulter's 1923 Silver Ghost (61/H). The body (the car’s, not 
is by Rolls-Royce Custom Coachwork. 


> 


Dick Philippi’s 1914 Silver Ghost chassis No. 40YB Waring Bros. tourer. Dick is a member 
of the Victoria Branch and the Ghost is ex-Jim Cooper. Must be the first time an Australian 
bodied car has won ‘Best of Meet’ in the U.S. 


1925 Phantom | \23RC) Barker tourer. No ordinary PI this. It is an ex-Indian hunting ... on the back — a cannon, complete 

car and has, in addition to the extra external lamps, such features as crocodile skin with powder, shot and tripod. For the 

upholstery, a rifle rack in the rear compartment and... . Maharajah who has everything. Photos 
by David Jones. 
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and Bentley cars and there really 
was an outstanding selection of 
goods to purchase. 

The hospitality area was open all 
the time of the meet and coffee and 
light snacks were available free of 
charge throughout the whole of the 
Rally. The notice board was the 
centre of attraction in the hospitality 
area where members could place 
cars for sale and this was, of course, 
of great interest to everyone. 


The weather was absolutely per- 
fect, the hospitality shown the 
Australians who were present — my 

fe wife Diana, lan Dodd, Tom Clarke 
On this page, photos by lan Dodd of four post-war dropheads at the R.R.O.C. National and George Sevenoaks — was quite 
Meet. The above Silver Wraith carries an early James Young or Gurney Nutting body. outstanding. We felt very welcome. 
Both coachbuilders were owned by Jack Barclay Ltd. and both built the same design The final dinner or awards presen- 
dropheads. isle & ees version with longer, Ml ieee. boot. iaitnctheldiaieahe fatal andebe 


i trophies were a sight to be seen 
and, in fact, had security officers 
with them while they were on show 
during the Meet and during the pre- 
sentation. They looked so mag- 
nificent. They could have come 
straight from the Tower of London. 
The banquet was very well organis- 
ed with over 1,000 people present 
and the winners of various sections 
drove up. 

Members will be interested to 
note that the car that won the Best 
Car of the Meet was a former Aus- 
tralian car, the ex-Jim Cooper 1914 
Silver Ghost tourer (chassis 40YB) 
now owned by Dick Philippi of Cali- 
fornia. It could not have happened 
to a nicer person and, of course, the 
car is quite outstanding. | had the 
privilege of driving with Dick in the 
Silver Ghost run. 

So it was a wonderful National 
Meet and | could recommend to all 
Australians that it should be some- 
thing, if they are interested in Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars, that they 
should attempt to be a part of some 
time in their life. 


Above: Before H. J. Mulliner 
began using adapted Standard 
Saloons for their dropheads they 
built these very handsome fully 
coachbuilt bodies on _ Silver 
Cloud | and Bentley S71 chassis. 
This is chassis No. LSFE449, a 
1957 SC1 and one of sixteen 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars 
owned by Bob Barrymore of 
California. 


Right: Now here’s something 
you don’t see every day — a 
Camargue drophead. The chas- 
sis number is JRE22194 and the 
owner fs Daniel Veale of 
California. 
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TR 80 Years of Silver Stardom IRR, 
\ | 


1987 sees the \ 
SOth birthday 
of the Silver Ghost, 


B ROLLSROYCE™ 


LONDON & MANCHESTER 


probably the most 
famous Of all 
motor cars. 
lan Rimmer 
looks back to see what 
is so special 


about this one car 
and why tts fame 
has lasted so long. 


Rolls-Royce entered the world of 
motor cars in 1904 with the little 
two cylinder 10 h.p. model. Limited 
progress had been made in the 19 
years since the first car, in 1885, and 
this mechanical contrivance was 
feared by some and treated with 
suspicion by many more. It was left 
to the few pioneers to struggle 
against the odds to convince the 
world that the motor car could 
replace the horse-drawn carriage 
which had served them well for 
hundreds of years. 

Indeed it took until 1896 to gain 
an Act of Parliament which lifted the 
speed limit from four m.p.h. to 12 
m.p.h. and to dispense with the 
man who preceded the car with a 
red flag. These cars were noisy, 
smelled, suffered excessive vib- 
ration and were unreliable and the 
frequent backfiring of the engine 
would startle pedestrians and 
frighten horses. 

When Henry Royce built his three 
prototype cars in Manchester in 
1904, he brought a new dimension 
to motoring. Reliability was so much 
better and the level of noise and 
vibration were no longer considered 
unpleasant. To achieve this level of 
refinement with a _ two-cylinder 
engine, surpassing many of the 
four and six cylinder cars of the 
day, impressed the Hon. Charles 
Rolls, one of the leading London car 
distributors, such that he signed an 
agreement to sell all of the cars 
which Royce produced and that 
they should be called Rolls-Royce 
cars. Rolls-Royce models with two, 
three, four and six cylinders were 
produced at the Cooke Street works 
in Manchester and their success 
soon put the name Rolls-Royce 
firmly on the motoring map, parti- 
cularly following victory in the 1906 
Isle of Man Tourist Trophy race 
which Charles Rolls won in a four- 
cylinder 20 h.p. Rolls-Royce. 

This success led to the amal- 
gamation of C. S. Rolls & Co., of 


Conduit Street, London and Royce 
Ltd., of Cooke Street, Manchester 
to form a new company, Rolls- 
Royce Ltd., towards the end of 
1906. At the same time it was 
decided to abandon the range of 
models and concentrate on a single 
model. The larger end of the market 
was selected but the six-cylinder 
30 h.p. was considered under- 
powered and so a completely new 
engine and chassis were designed. 

The new six-cylinder engine had 
its cylinders cast in two blocks of 
three and the bore and stroke were 
made equal at 4.50 inches, giving a 
displacement of 7036 cc. This new 
chassis, known as the Rolls-Royce 
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40/50, first appeared at the 1906 
Olympia Motor Show and produc- 
tion followed immediately. 

The new company, Rolls-Royce 
Ltd., was formed with Royce’s 
original partner, Ernest Claremont, 
as chairman and with Claude John- 
son aS managing director, who as 
first secretary of the Automobile 
Club (later RAC) had joined C. S. 
Rolls & Co., a couple of years 
earlier. He proved a master of 
organisation and directed the com- 
pany through its formative years. He 
had a particular flair for publicity and 
used every opportunity to bring the 
new 40/50 car to the attention of 
the public. 


Each of the Company’s Trials 


Cars was given a nickname which in 
many cases was cast into a name- 
plate and attached to the front of 
the dash. The 13th production 
40/50 car, chassis 60551, was 
retained by the company as a trials 
car and had all its bright metal parts 
silver plated and the Barker open 
coachwork painted silver to match. 
It was given the name ‘The Silver 
Ghost’ and carried the registration 
number AX 201. 


The name Silver Ghost was most 
apt due to the attractive all silver 
finish and the ghostly silence with 
which the car could be driven. This 
level of silence, coupled with 
absence of vibration and smell, put 
the Rolls-Royce 40/50 at the top of 
the league in the motoring world 
and Claude Johnson set out to 
prove the car's incredible reliability. 

The Silver Ghost was used for this 
purpose, appearing in timed trials 
under RAC observation, and won 
the gold medal for excellence in hill 
climbing, reliability and fuel con- 
sumption in the prestigious Scottish 
Reliability Trial. The car continued in 
the 15,000 Miles Trial and more than 
doubled a previous record by com- 
pleting 14,371 miles without an in- 
voluntary stop. In various trials fuel 
consumptions of more than 20 
m.p.g. were regularly achieved and 
flexibility was demonstrated by driv- 
ing in top gear from below four 
m.p.h. to over 50 m.p.h. 


Popularity for the 40/50 h.p. 
Rolls-Royce grew to such an extent 
that the Manchester works was 
struggling to keep pace with orders 
and so a site for a new factory was 
sought. This was eventually built on 
land in Nightingale Road, Derby and 
was Officially opened in July 1908. 
Throughout this period improve- 
ments were being made to the 
40/50 chassis to the extent that by 
1908 the Silver Ghost was becoming 
obsolete. It was replaced as a trials 
car and then sold off to Mr. Dan 
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Hanbury, one of Rolls-Royce’s 
travelling inspectors. 

The car remained with Mr. Han- 
bury for many years although little 
is known of its usage during that 
period. After being laid up during 
the Second World War, it was 
decided that the car should be re- 
novated and Rolls-Royce were 
approached to supply certain re- 
placement parts, but before the 
work could be carried out Mr. 
Hanbury died and his heirs part- 
exchanged 60551 with Rolls-Royce 
at Hythe Road. The Silver Ghost 
was now 40 years old and was in a 
condition best described as well 
used. The company decided that 
the Silver Ghost should be restored 
to its former glory and, following the 


advice of that well-known Rolls- 
Royce collector, Stanley Sears, who 
had recently had an early 40/50 
totally restored, the car was taken to 
H. E. Griffin of Haywards Heath. 
The coachwork was rebuilt and the 
brightwear replated, with additional 
mechanical work being done at 
Hythe Road. It is stated that up to 
that date the car had covered 
500,000 miles. 

During the following 40 years 
AX201 has been used for publicity 
purposes and is much travelled with 
visits to U.S.A., Australia and 
Canada. It appears frequently in the 
U.K. at Rolls-Royce promotions and 
has taken part in a number of films 
and documentaries. 


In recent years the Silver Ghost, 
along with its sister car, the 1905 
two-cylinder 10 h.p., SU13, has 
been maintained in pristine con- 
dition by authorised coachwork re- 
pairers, S. C. Gordon of Luton, but 
both cars are now kept at the 
headquarters of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars in Crewe. Although the car is 
maintained in roadworthy condition, 
its mileage is kept to a minimum in 
order to prolong its life and is usually 
delivered to an engagement on the 
back of a low-loader truck. 

For a car to survive 80 years, to be 
in such sparkling condition and to 
attract such attention wherever it 
goes, it must have some extra 
special qualities. So what are they? 
The appearance of the car speaks 
for itself; the long low lines are 
aesthetically pleasing and the all- 
silver coachwork and fittings which 
are always displayed in a_ highly 
polished condition, add consider- 
able sparkle. 


But what of its performance? Is it 
still as smooth and silent as we are 
told or in fact was it ever as smooth 
and silent as all that and how does 
it compare with a Rolls-Royce of 
today? Will it still pull from walking 
pace to top speed in top gear? How 
easy is it to drive in modern day 
traffic conditions? 

First of all, starting the car: Unlike 
modern cars which start on the turn 
of a key, the Silver Ghost involves 
quite a routine. First the fuel system 
must be pressurised by operation of 
the hand. pump located on the 
firewall. The bonnet is raised to gain 
access to the priming button to 
ensure the carburettor float cham- 
ber is filled and the mixture sucked 
into the cylinders by turning the 
starting handle. The ignition switch 
can then be turned to the ‘‘ON”’ 
position, the throttle governor set 
slightly above zero and the ignition 
retarded almost to the fully “LATE” 
position. The engine should then 
start on the first pull of the starting 
handle. Once started, the ignition 
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The Editor’s ‘Franklin M.1t’ model of “The Silver Ghost.” 


must be advanced to the normal 
running position. The engine should 
then be allowed to warm up for a 
couple of minutes before attempting 
to drive. 

Having climbed up to the lofty 
driving position, the first operation 
is to remove the piece of wood 
which is used to wedge the clutch 
pedal in the down position. This is 


used to hold the leather faces of the 
cone clutch apart while not in use. 
Starting off, in any gear, is the easy 
part since the governor ensures that 
the engine does not stall but the skill 
starts when a gear change is 
required. 

Silent gear changes require con- 
siderable skill which is only gained 
with lots of practice, the skill being 
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Restoration or Re-creation? 


Congratulations to Tom Clarke on 
his article ‘‘Restoration or Re- 
creation?’”” (PRAECLARUM 2-87). 
No doubt we have all been appalled 
from time to time at what ‘‘restor 
ers’’ do to fine vehicles in their 
scramble after the ultimate Glitz- 
wagen. But their excesses are 
mainly a matter of degree, not of 
attitude. Exactly the same attitude 
to old cars can be found throughout 
the motoring fraternity, and Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley owners are no 
exception (as Tom points out). 
Those who overfinish mechanical 
parts, respray in non-authentic 
colours, or, worst of ail, replace 
perfectly usuable original bodies 
with their own creations, are no 


different in essence to the hoons 
who install Chev, V8s and mag. 
wheels on FJ Holdens. 

Any object, be it a Gothic cathed- 
ral, a Chinese vase, an Aztec feather 
cape or a motor car, inevitably de- 
teriorates with age. This process 
can be minimized by regular care 
and maintenance, and ideally there 
should be no such thing as restor- 
ation, only ongoing maintenance. 
But how often do we come across 
sad and neglected vehicles, whose 
refurbishment requires something 
more vigorous than just main- 
tenance? Here is where caution and 
judgement are most needed, and 
where lack of respect for the 
vehicle, and little understanding of 


the maker’s intentions, can and 
often do lead to disaster. 
In architecture and in the fine 


arts the lesson has long been learnt. 
Wholesale restoration of buildings 
and paintings, as used to happen, is 
no longer accepted. The procedure 
is now conservation, where no 
effort is spared to preserve as much 
of the original as possible. Careful 
studies are carried out to determine 
the exact amount and type of 
procedure necessary, before any 


in getting the speeds of the mating 
gears synchronised before engaging 
the selector lever through its gate. 

Fortunately, the flexibility of the 
Silver Ghost engine obviates the 
need for constant gear changing. 
Once in top gear, on the open road, 
the car comes to life and sweeps 
along with an apparent lack of 
effort. The torque produced by the 
seven-litre engine seems to be avail- 
able whenever requested and all 
with an uncanny absence of fuss. 
The rush of air passing the wind- 
screen dominates whatever sound is 
audible and is only exceeded by the 
occasional creak from the wooden 
wheels when passing over bumpy 
surfaces. 

What about creature comforts? 
The seating position is comfortable 
but gives the sensation of sitting on 
an old-fashioned settee. The air- 
conditioning can only be described 
as copious and lack of in-car 
entertainment seems totally un- 
important. 

The Silver Ghost is so different 
from today’s Rolls-Royce motor 
cars that comparisons are meaning- 
less. What they both give, however, 
is that feeling of pride in the best of 
British engineering. The Silver 
Ghost will continue to give this 
feeling for ever. t 


Reproduced from Queste (/ssue 
Eight) with kind permission of David 
Preston and lan Rimmer. 


work actually commences. in some 
cases the law provides stiff penalties 
for those who ignore their respon- 
sibilities, for possession is regarded 


as custody rather than outright 
ownership. 
We in the motoring fraternity 


would do well to adopt a similar 
attitude. With proper care our cars 
will outlast us, and be passed on to 
future generations. They need to be 
preserved in as original a condition 
as possible, while maintaining the 
patina of age which all old objects 
duly acquire. This does not mean 
that they should be turned into 
museum pieces, but it does help 
ensure that they will not become the 
plasticized and sanitized objects 
which infest, for example, American 
concours. Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
owners should set an example in the 
preservation of fine motor cars. 


Geoff Down, 
Victoria Branch. 


There have been several re- 
sponses to Tom’s article, all sup- 
portive. The above example, from 
Geoff Down, encompasses most of 
the views expressed in those re- 
sponses. — Ed. 


Cloud Blooper 


Firstly | must thank the A.C.T. 
Branch for a lovely weekend — they 
excelled themselves in the organis- 
ation of their first Federal Rally. 

Regarding your Cloud Blooper 
and egg on your face (4-87, p.1307), 
you can only go on the information 
supplied to you! Let me say first that 
| sold the late Faris Palfreyman 
SNH138. | bought it from the late 
Jack Jeffery and used it for a while 
and then sold it to Faris and think 
that it was the last of the twenty 
-odd cars that he bought from me 
and it is still in the family. The first 
car that | sold to Faris was a 1959 
SCI saloon Chassis SKG55 now 
owned by John Miller of the N.S.W. 
Branch. 

Faris never bought a new Rolls- 
Royce. 

Kindest regards and keep up the 
good work. 


George Sevenoaks, 
N.S.W. Branch. 


Federal Rally — Two Satisfied 
Customers 


We are now back to earth after 
spending extra time in Canberra 
with friends and relatives and now 
we wish to offer our thanks for the 
gifts and a super weekend at the 
Federal Rally. 

People tend to think these things 
“just happen” and give no thought 
to the months (years?) of planning 
that precede such an event and 
make it the success it undoubtedly 
was. All the hours of precious time 
in the organising of even minor 
details are soon forgotten in the 
pleasure of having done something 
right! 

Our accommodation at Olim’s left 
nothing to be desired and the whole 
weekend just flowed along evenly 
and smoothly and for us things did 
“just happen” — for once! 

Over 300 happy participants — 
discounting the few professional 
whingers who find something 
wrong in Paradise—our congratul- 
ations to all concerned. The organis- 
ation of the whole event was 
something to be proud of. We had 
aball.. . enjoyed every minute of it 
and are looking forward to 1993! 

We are sending this letter for 
inclusion in PRAECLARUM to tell al! 
those poor unfortunate members 
who were unable to attend, just 
what they missed. 

We shall now toast your con- 
tinued good health in that excellent 
Muscat. 

Bob and Melva Tompkins, 
N.S.W. Branch. 


Full report next issue. — Ed. 


Mystery Car No. 2 


My purpose in writing is to 
identify the Mystery Car No. 2, 
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p. 1298 (3-87). At the time the photo 
was taken, it belonged to Sir 
William Upjohn, a most distinguish- 
ed member of the Melbourne 
medical fraternity. Among other 
posts he was Honorary Surgeon at 
the Royal Melbourne Hospital for 
many years. The photo was taken 
outside the former Queen Victoria 
Hospital in Lonsdale Street. Sir 
William used the car daily and being 
a 20 h.p. entiusiast, | was always 
delighted to see him pass my house 
in Grattan Street. In the photo, the 
car still has its original headlamps 
fitted. These were replaced in the 
latter years of the car’s regular use 
by newer lamps which provided a 
more adequate illumination, com- 
parable with contemporary motor 
cars. 

The car was well known to other 
members of the Victoria Branch, 
such as David Jones and Russell 
Rolls. It is at present being refur- 
bished and is expected to be back 
on the road next year. 


John Hurley, 
Victoria Branch. 


Mystery Car No. 2 — More 


lam reasonably confident that | 
can identify the mystery Twenty 
which you photographed outside 
the Royal Women’s Hospital in 
1965. 

The car was owned and still 
driven by Sir William Upjohn, who 
at that time was | believe the Chan- 
cellor of the University of Mel- 
bourne. 

Legend had it that the young 
Upjohn, freshly graduated in 
Medicine in the 1920s, foresaw that 
in his practice he would require a 
dependable car, and purchased the 
Twenty — either new or slightly 
used — which he proceeded to drive 
at leasc until the late ‘sixties. 

The car was a regular sight 
around the University, appearing fit 
and quiet, its heavy bodywork 
always suggesting conservative 
dignity. 

Although those qualities held little 
attraction for brash undergraduates, 
| was always acutely aware that my 
1922 Fiat was resoundingly up- 
staged by the Twenty, even though 


Sir William would never have 
attempted to enliven the grey 
Melbourne mornings for sallow- 


faced office workers by racing their 
trams up Swanston Street. 


Sadly | can offer you no details 
on the car’s present location or 
state, but since it was much loved at 
a time when even old Rolls-Royces 
were getting rather tired and tatty, 
the chances of its survival would 
have to be better than average. 


Bruce Lindsay, 
S.A. Branch. 
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Mystery Car No. 2 — Still More 


| was most interested to see the 
20 h.p. on page 1298 of 
PRAECLARUM. For most of its life, 
the motor car was the pride and joy 
of the late Sir William Upjohn, who 
in his 80s was still honorary surgeon 
and lecturer at the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital. My acquaintence with Sir 
William and the Twenty was brief 
but interesting. 

In 1970, | acquired from John Day 
of Rosanna, two 20 h.p. cars, 
GCK18, which | still own and 
GZK21, on behalf of my uncle, the 
late Arnold Robert of Buderim. 
GZK21 was a complete chassis but 
lacked several fittings including 
headlights which | resolved to locate 
for Uncle. At that time, | was 
employed as Design Engineer with 
Coates and Company, the general 
manager of which was Mr. C. W. 
Coates, who overheard my remarks 
one day concerning headlights for a 
Rolls-Royce. Mr. Coates remarked 
that an elderly Rolls-Royce motor 
car lived not far from his home and 
that he had recently seen it sporting 
new headlights. He gave me the 
owner's name as_ Sir William 
Upjohn, the distinguished surgeon. 

After some reluctance on the part 
of the elderly lady in charge of 
reception at Sir William’s rooms, | 
was permitted to speak to the good 
doctor who invited we to visit his 
home the following weekend. | was 
cordially welcomed, but then 
followed a harrowing half hour 
during which time Sir William 
quizzed me at length on subjects 
such as the state of the nation, 
politics, the place of the profes- 
sional person in society, etc. Ap- 
parently | passed the test for in due 
course, | was conducted to the rear 
of the house, to meet the 20 h.p. 

The motor car was a 1923 model 
| believe, with 2 wheel brakes and 
3 speed gear box. It had obviously 
travelled a great distance and was in 
need of attention in several areas. 
Sir William recalled that when he 
graduated from Melbourne Univer- 
sity in the early 1920s, he found that 
he would be required to. visit 
patients as far away as Seymour. 
This involved travelling over a very 
indifferent: highway without refuell- 
ing facilities, hence his choice of 
motor car was dictated by factors 
such as reliability and spare fuel 
carrying capacity. The 20 h.p. was 
purchased, | think he said, secona- 
hand in 1926 after some agonising 
over a Napier and a Daimler. His 
colleagues finally persuaded him 
that Rolls-Royce was a very sound 
Company and that its products were 
likely to outlast its competitors. Sir 
William told me that the purchase of 
the 20 h.p. was the best thing he 
had ever done, apart from marrying 
his wife. 
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Such sterling service had the 
motor car rendered, that Sir William 
could only quote service details in 
general terms. He recalled that 
during the war the Twenty was 
fuelled on anything in his medicine 
cabinet in an emergency and that as 
a result of this maltreatment, a set 
of new piston rings was fitted in the 
early ‘fifties. The brakes were 
relined in the late ‘fifties and that 
was about the sum total of repairs 
during 45 years of daily use. The 
headlights, the subject of my visit, 
had been almost forgotten by this 


Real 


Se ek 28 


Sir 
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time, so engrossed was | in Sir 
William's story. They had recently 
been replaced by Kellow Falkiner as 
the original lights were ‘‘getting 
dim.” To my delight, Sir William 
had the originals and agreed to part 
with them for a modest sum. 


| remember that the clock was 
missing from the instrument panel 
and | remarked on the fact to Sir 
William who replied that the clock 
was so reliable that he had installed 
it in his consulting room. 


Perhaps someone can continue 


William Upjohn with his 1923 20 h.p. The chassis number is GH65 and the saloon coachwork is by Park Ward. Photograph courtesy 


of The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd., from “The Sun,”’ Melbourne, February 19, 1972. 


the story of this interesting old 
motor Car. 


Alan Robert, 
Queensland Branch. 


Roger Thiedeman (Vic.)  tele- 
phoned to advise that he saw this 
car a couple of years ago at the 
premises of R. A. McDermott & 
Co., ‘‘where it still reposes."’ | can 
see that | shall have to come up with 
better ‘‘mystery cars’’ — so far both 
have been anything but a mystery 
and have shown up at McDermotts! 
—Ed. 


Se 


From one gentleman to another 


Sir William Upjohn should really 
rate some sort of mention in the 
Guiness Book of Records. 

Well over 500,000 miles of driving 
the same car and only one very 
minor prang. And that wasn’t his 
fault. 

Come to think of it, the car should 
get a guernsey too. 

Sir William, who'll be 84 on 
March 16, is honorary surgeon and 
lecturer in surgery at the Royal Mel- 
bourne Hospital. 

He got his first driving licence in 
Melbourne on November 8, 1922, 
and has never let it lapse — some- 
thing of a record as far as the Motor 
Registration Branch is concerned. 


By John Fraser 


Also highly eccentric is its lack of 
endorsements for any sort of driving 
offence. 

“| had a bit of a crash a few years 
back,’’ Sir William recalled. 

“But the other chap, a friend of 
mine and a patient as a matter of 
fact, didn’t see me coming and we 
collided quite gently.” 

Sir William was driving his belov- 
ed six-cylinder vintage Rolls-Royce 
— avery stylish black creation he 
bought secondhand in 1926. 

The Rolls weathered the accident 
very much better than the other car, 
with barely a dent in its aluminium 
front mudguard. 


Even taking into account the 


breathless, deathless reputation of 
Rolls-Royce, Sir William’s car is a bit 
of a paragon. 

He’s driven it all over the state — 
but not once in its 46-odd years has 
it ever let him down. 

He pressed the starter button... 
the car purred into life with a note 
like an overfed lion. 

“Yes, it's been a good old car, 
very reliable and after all, that’s 
what | bought it for.” 

Both Sir William and his car are 
very much alike — sturdy and seem- 
ingly indestructible; two distinguish- 
ed elderly gentlemen. 

— From “The Sun, Melbourne, 
Feb. 19, 1972. 
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THE GHOSTLY COLUMN 


OK zt ST 
a et ae 


On the subject of the first Silver 
Ghost in Australia on p.1266 of 
PRAECLARUM, issue No. 2-87, 
John Fasal of the U.K. takes up 
the question of the photograph 
depicted on page 1178. | believe 
John is correct in stating this 
car to be chassis 60799 and not 
60764 as the photo was captioned. | 
have been pursuing the Silver 
Ghosts of this country for quite 
some years now, and believe that 
60799 was imported by J. H. Ferson 
of New South Wales, but that 


shortly afterwards, this car changed 
hands, and was purchased by Major 
Phillip Charley of Belmont Park, 
Richmond, N.S.W. This car was 
registered as N.S.W. No. 282, and 
was still registered by Major Charley 
in 1917. It was later owned by O. J. 
McDermott of “Whitehall,” Glebe 
Point in Sydney, then sold to H. 
Jones of “‘‘Hollywood,”’ St. Kilda 
Road, Melbourne. 

It is almost certain that 60799 
would have arrived well ahead of 
60764 into Australia, as John Fasal 
surmises. It is very unlikely, how- 
ever, that either 60799 or 60754 
would have been the first such 
40/50 h.p. car to be imported into 
the country. At least two earlier 
chassis were imported into Victoria, 
and three more into New South 
Wales. Recent research by Jona- 
thon Harley in the U.K. reveals that 
a 500 series car, chassis 60589 also 
came direct to Australia. This latter 
chassis would almost certainly have 
been the first, if its genealogy has 
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been established. More of this in a 
later column. Chassis 60739, 60749 
and 60757 were 1908 imports into 
Melbourne, while 60747 and 60754 
were imported into Sydney. 60757 
shortly after arrival in Melbourne 
moved to new ownership in N.S.W. 


As this column progresses over 
time, we will try to trace something 
of the early history of these early 
vehicles. Meanwhile anyone who 
has any snippets of information, 
fact or legend, or who has photos of 
any Australian early Ghosts, | would 
be pleased to hear from you. 
Hopefully small pieces of puzzles 
of these now long lost cars will help 
piece the story together. 


Interestingly, only one of these 
1907 and 1908 cars has ever been 
discovered, although components 
of at least one more survived for 
some time in Australia. Chassis 
60754 is now alive and well in the 
possession of an enthusiast family in 
the U.K., and was one of the first 
Ghosts to leave our shores after 


World War Il. ies 


Items for Restorers and Repairers: 


NOVEMBER NICETIES 


BENTLEY KEY RING IN BLACK LEATHER AND METAL WITH ENAMEL MOTIF, $10.50. 
ROLLS-ROYCE KEY RING IN BLACK LEATHER AND METAL WITH ENAMEL MOTIF, $10.50. 


ALSO 


TIE PINETTE IN SILVER FINISH, CUT-OUT INTERLEAVED RR MOTIF IN PRESENTATION BOX. 


SIZE 12 x 8mm (% x 3/8"), $19.75. 


SHERRY TRAY IN STAINLESS STEEL WITH SPIRIT OF ECSTASY DESIGN. SIZE 165 x 368mm 


(6% x 14%"), $25.00. 


OCCASIONAL DISH IN BLUE WEDGEWOOD WITH SPIRIT OF ECSTASY DESIGN. SIZE 114m 


(4%"). ALSO WITH (6) RR MOTIF, $22.50. 


PAPER KNIFE BOTTLE OPENER WITH POLISHED WOODEN HANDLE. ROLLS-ROYCE MOTIF. 


216mm (8%2") LONG, $18.50. 


SET 4 GLASS ASHTRAYS IN PRESENTATION BOX, EACH ASHTRAY 5” x 4”. 
SILVER GHOST, SILVER CLOUD, BENTLEY R, BENTLEY MULSANNE, $25 FOR SET OF 4 TRAYS. 


R-R POCKET PATCH (BLACK) $3.50. 
R-R POCKET PATCH (RED) $3.50. 
R-R SILK TIES, BROWN OR BLACK $45.50. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley Parts and service, including mechanical and coachwork restorations and repairs. Extensive range of spare parts for all models including 


hard-to-get parts. Over 10,000 stock lines 1904-1986 — engine, electrical, transmission and chassis parts 
body panels, Dawn/Mark VI, etc. door seals, Silver Wraith/Dawn/Mk. VI fog lights, Dawn/Mk, VI, etc 


genuine tools, handbooks, workshop manuals, 


roof aerials, exchange refurbished badged headlights, 


bakelite battery box covers, Shadow hubcaps (plain and ventilated), V-8 engine oil filter kits, Dawn/Mk. VI clutch housings to convert 10” clutch to 11”, 
thousands of body items, specia! nuts, bolts and screws, many obsolete items. 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 
340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS. 2120 


(02) 484 1239, 484 1253, Telex: AA24158 
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Market Place 


CARS FOR SALE 


1936 Phantom III (3AZ204) H. J. Mulliner 
Touring Limousine. Present’ owner 25 
years. Engine has only done 6,000 miles 
since rebuild. Full particulars of other work 
done available on application, also photos. 
Spare engine and other parts including 
radiator, fuel pumps and many specially 
made tools. Needs paintwork and uphol- 
stery. $65,000. Hal Venables, 103 Murrah 
Street, Bermagui, N.S.W. 2547. (064) 
934280. 


1952 Bentley Mk. VI (B264NZ). Arctic 
White with Tan leather. Excellent con- 
dition throughout. Workshop manual, 
parts book, handbook, 95% complete 
toolkit and some spares. $20,000 o.n.o. 
Tom Tyler (049) 611 356(w) 633 807(h). 


1956 Bentley S1 (B233CM) Harold Rad- 
ford ‘“‘Countryman’’ Saloon. Garnet over 
Black with Black leather upholstery and 
red carpets. Usual Radford features in- 
cluding ‘Webasto’ sunroof, bi-fold rear 
seat and picnic table in boot. Very good 
condition. Drives well. Excellent tyres. 
$37,000. Joe Quattrocchi (02) 666 6107(h) 
77 5253 (w). 


A descriptive advertisement of reasonable 
length is free to those members who do not deal 
in selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars or equipment. Others are charged 
$15.00 per advertisement (less for multiple 
advertisements) 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from 
any person. Photographs should be clear black 
and white or colour prints. Please send a 
duplicate print as return cannot be guaranteed. 
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CARS FOR SALE 


1956 Bentley S1 (B367AP). Immaculate 
Metallic Shell Grey over Solent Blue paint- 
work, with exceptionally good blue-grey 
leather interior. Mechanically sound. 
Handbook, workshop manual. Reg. No. 
(N.S.W.) WOB-000. 11 months reg. 
$25,000. Martin Bennett (048) 29 7140. 


1960 Silver Cloud II (SWC26). Black over 
Candy Apple Red, very special! Red 
leather and carpet. Total restoration, in- 
cluding full engine rebuild completed just 
prior to Canberra Rally. Only 4,000 miles 
since {going to and from Rally). $69,000 
o.n.o. Henry and Deidre Overmars, 13 
Sowden Drive, Samson, W.A. (09) 
277 5266(w) 337 9045(h). 


dat 


1966 Bentley T Series (CBH1972) Mul- 
liner Park Ward 2-door Saloon. Claret with 
Black hide. Extensive mechanical work by 
R. A. McDermott & Co. Paintwork untidy. 


$48,000. John Crowley-Cough (03) 
397 6342(h) 663 2842(w). 
1969 Silver Shadow (SRH6881) Olive 


Green — 118,000 miles. Present owner ten 
years. Complete with handbook, service 
records and tool kit in mint condition. 
Regularly serviced by R. A. McDermott & 
Co. $35,000. M. T. Armstrong, 50 
Humphries Road, Frankston, Vic. 3199 
(03) 787 1583. 


Parties dealing in motor cars must, where 
required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
R.R.O.C. and must accompany advertisement. 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


CARS WANTED 


Silver Ghost, must be complete and runn- 
ing, but no objection to cosmetic restor- 
ation. Keith Wherry (02) 29 7455(w) 
817 2992(h). 


Pre-War Rolls-Royce, prefer Ghost or Pl 
but anything considered at reasonable 
price. Must be goer but no objection to 
one needing work. Al Kinloch (062) 
54 2448. 


Silver Ghost, preferably with tourer body. 
J. Pilla (02) 957 3103(w) 349 2379(h). 


Silver Cloud |, prefer late model with 
power steering and air. Jeff Priddle (07) 
378 9104(w) 378 5009(h). 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Components for full-flow conversion from 
bypass system for Bentley Mk. VI, Silver 
Dawn and Silver Wraith. $500. List of 
parts available. Tom Ginnan (062) 41 1873. 


PARTS WANTED 


For 1929 Phantom One; rear spring rollers 
and spring plates (corrugated), long 
conduit for magneto leads (on L.H.S. of 
head), front and rear buffer rubbers and 
and hydraulic damper parts. Bruce Gard- 
ner (03) 787-1820. 


2x S1 rear bumper overriders. Robert 


Vered (02) 326 1599(W). 


Retaining clips for PI0O headlamp glass, or 
source of supply. Also, details and 
specifications of Zenith carburettor as 
fitted to 1937 25/30 or a carb. in good 
condition. Bob Tompkins (02) 634 6561 
(reverse charges) or write P.O. Box 173, 
Castle Hill, N.S.W. 2154. 


LITERATURE WANTED 


Back issues of R.R.E.C. Bulletin, up to 
No. 100. lan Irwin (062) 81 6925. 


Classified advertisements should be factual 
and truthful. Persons found misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further 
advertising. Those advertisements relating to 
cars for sale must specify chassis number and 
price. All classified ads will be edited and may 
be condensed and may be rejected without 
explanation or discussion. Facts and data for 
each advertisement should be typed or hand- 
written clearly on letter size white paper and 
forwarded to: 


MARTIN BENNETT, ““ALLAMBI,”” YARRA, VIA GOULBURN, N.S.W. 2580 


Deadlines: 


21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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NEWS FROM CREWE 


A regular feature sponsored by 
York Motors (Sales) Pty. Ltd. and 


Kellow Falkiner Pty. Ltd. 


Airborne Spirit 

Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. in 
conjunction with York Motors flew 
out anew 1988-series Silver Spirit in 
time for the 1987 International 
Motor Show in Sydney. This was 
the first time that a Rolls-Royce had 
been flown to Australia. 

The Rolls-Royce, in duo-tone 
Silver Sand over Pecan with Cham- 
pagne Connolly Hide upholstery, 
was fitted with picnic tables behind 
the front seats, beautifully matched 
in burr walnut and, amazingly 
enough, having the Australian 
coastline patterned into the grain. 
Both tables carry this marking in 
both closed and open positions. 

The car arrived at Sydney Airport 
in the early hours of Saturday 3rd 
October by Boeing 747. It was 
amazing to see that the huge 
Rolls-Royce looked so small inside 


the Jumbo jet! It was then displayed 
at the Motor Show where it was 
seen by some 108,000 people — up 
8,000 on last year despite appalling 
weather. The car was to have been 
a demonstrator but was sold very 
early in the course of the Motor 
Show to a Queensland client who 
subsequently allowed it to be dis- 
played at U.K. Motors in Brisbane 
on 29th October and at the Gold 
Coast Auto Centre on the 30th. 
Both of these functions were private 
previews at which, together with 
York Motors’ private preview on 
12th October, the car was shown to 
some 500 guests. 

York Motors’ Chairman and 
Managing Director David Shmith 
was delighted to welcome Mr. John 
Craig, Executive Officer, Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd., Vancouver, 
who flew out especially to officiate 


at the launch of this most important 
new 1988-series Silver Spirit. 
Special T.V. and other media cover- 
age followed the visit of Mr. Craig, 
who then left for Bangkok on his 
way to Hong Kong to officiate at the 
hand-over of eight new Silver Spirits 
to the Peninsular Hotel to replace 
their famous fleet of Silver 
Shadows. 

The 1988-series cars embody 
some 2,000 different components, 
as compared to their predecessors. 
New features include: 

* 22% more developed horsepower 
(ABS) braking 


* 


Anti-locking 
system 
Four-position memory controls 
for front seat adjustment, includ- 
ing for the first time, electric 
squab rake adjustment. 

These features are standard on all 
‘88-series cars. 


The new 1988-series Silver Spirit, chassis No. SCAZSO24O0JCH22215 (or ASH22215 to use the Company-approved abbreviation) flown 
to Australia for York Motors Pty. Ltd. This is the first 1988-series Silver Spirit to arrive in Australia and the first Rolls-Royce to be 


flown out. 
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York Motors, in conjunction with 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd., 
are proud to announce the arrival 
by air of the first 1988-series 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit. 


Introducing 


THE HARVEY BAILEY HANDLING 
IMPROVEMENT PACKAGE 


Specially designed to meet the needs of Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners who require 
a higher standard of ‘‘driveability.”’ 


This unique system has been developed by Harvey Bailey Engineering to greatly 
improve the handling of the car whilst still retaining and even improving the comfort 


for both drivers and passengers. 
ROLL DECREASED BY 65% AT lg 
INCREASED COMFORT 
IMPROVED STRAIGHT LINE STABILITY 


REDUCED ‘‘BOUNCE”’ ON STRAIGHTS 


Recommended for: Silver Shadow and Shadow II, Corniche, Mulliner Park Ward 
2-door, T Series, Camargue, Silver Spirit, Mulsanne, Mulsanne Turbo and Turbo R. 


“‘I can only agree wholeheartedly with the customer who wrote of the package: ‘This has without 
doubt transformed the handling of the car . . . I would fully recommend all Shadow owners to 
take advantage of this conversion and enjoy driving the car’.’’ Tony Dron, Editor, Thoroughbred 


and Classic Cars. 


PRICED FROM $4,395 TO $4,625 ACCORDING TO MODEL 


Our demonstrator car is available for test-driving. 
Please enquire. 


R. A. MODermott & Co. 


EXCLUSIVELY ROLLS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY 
120 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, VICTORIA. 3205 
(03) 62 3483 


Sales e Service @ Repairs e Spare Parts e Restoration 
LMCT 4141 
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